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Quas res luxuries in flagitits, avaritia in rapinisg 
ſuperbia in contumelliis efficere potuiſſet. eas omnes 
SESE hoc in pretore per TRIENNIUM pertuliſſe 

» aitbant, CICERO, 


Read it now SEBTENNIUM, meo Periculs, 
BENTLEIUS, 
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; with ſome Confidence, at your Gract's Feet 
dr Protefion, there being no ine luis to 

whom an honeſt Satire on the Degentracy of 

the Age could be (9 properly .ad1reſſed as it 
your Grace, who has at all times ſignalized yourſelf by 
a firm Attachment to the Cauſe of Liberty, and by 
bravely. ſtanding up to flem that Torrent of public E - 
normities, which: has of late bore in upon us with fath 
Power and great Glory. eg 

The Carmen Seculare of the | Ancients, Manat, 

was a Hymn to the Gods by way of Te Deum for the 
publick Bleſſings they enjoyed; and to invoke a Contin- 
-wance of them, and whs performed at their ſecular 
Games, which were celebrated once in a Century ; ſuch 
was that of Horace in the times of Auguſtus, and furl 
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T E YEAR FORTY-ONE this elf, 
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iv. DEDICATION. 

- would This have been, had it appeared in thiſe glericus 
Days, when the immortal MARLBOROUGH preſided 
in the Buſineſs o the Publick. - 

Bu alas the times of Reverſing, are come; all th 
Honour tubich was then uon to the Britiſh Arms Ly 
hat viftorious Prince; has ſince been meanly negotiata 
away: and that State of 1ndependency both at home 
end gbroad, for which the generous Labour: of his Lifz 


Were exerted, been baritr'd for a State » — 
a very different Nature. i 

7 The haugby GAUL who then trembled at the Name 
- #f *Bfitdin, gud ſearce thought himſelf ſecure in bis 
own Capital, now like the fourth Beaſt in Daniel; 
Vifion, is become dreadful and terrible, and ſtrong ex- 
ceedingly, having great Iron Teeth, and devouring 
and breaking every thing in Pleces, and ſtamping 
the Reſidue with its Feet ; and having a Mouth ſpeak 
ang great Things, and whoſe Look is more ſtput 
than his Fellows. en ne N 
Dat your Grace may find your laudable Endeausur, 

totuards remedving theſe public Miſchiefs crawn'd with 
29 * and ſee ſuch a happy Change accompliſb'd in 
the Land, as to. place it in a Condition of granting theſe 
Terms to LIBERTY, which ſhe is made to demand in 
the Concluſion of this Pizte, in order to return to us 
again, is the Prayer of Millions, and of none more jo 
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an 
Your Grace's moſt obedient, 
moſt humble Servant 
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FORTY-ONE 


Carmen Seculare. 


T's Eniſh'd--- lo the long PREDICTED YEAR! 
Lo FORTY ON E's black Cycle re-appear ! 


See ev'ry Vice in gay ſucceſſion riſe, _ 
That can pollute the Earth, or ſcale the Skies! 
All private Faith become a public Jeſt, | 
All public $11ion, Neutral at the beſt ; 
All foreign Influence an empty Name, 
All home Froſperity, alas / the ſame. | 
All Power ON E's Property, all Honours Pay. 


Ind all Religion why, a mock Faſt-day, 
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(6) 
Behold Corruption tour it through the Land, 
Wuiiſt Knights and Nobles hold her out the ry 


Without a Bluſh in meek Hependanee wait, ö | 
For who ſo pror in gpirit as the Great? 


br Penſions give each native Right away ; 
for a paltry place each truſt betray: ?: 
For Strings and titles damn their ol 
To. gilded Chains and pageant Poverty; 


Tranſmit a Curſe in ev'ry dena! Vote, = — 


And Nt ightſhade i in the Star-infected Coat. 


No lib'ral Art now meets the leaſt Support, 
No publick Virtue finds one Friend at Court: 
None are pteſerv'd but who can ſerve the Times, 
None puniſh'd who can pay but for their Crimes. 
The landed Rogue may traffick in Offence, 

And ſleep ſecure in his Omnipotence ; 

And branded Sharpers ſkreen'd by knaviſb Gain, 

May Captains, Senators, Sir Blue-ſtrings reign, 

Nay e' en the ſpotleſs Moolpacſt may prophane. ; 

Whilſt ey'ry honeſt Man-who ſhuts his Gate, 

Againſt the Bribe or Manace of the Great, 
leſs'd-in his little Independant State, 


2 ike a dead Member from the Body's rent, 


Tp ks "The pick'd Magiſtrate, by Office ty'd 


 ALimb quite »/e/e/s to the Government. 


The Soller who of old to Toils inur ur'd, 


Was only in the field of War endur'd ; 

Now, for a very diff*rent End obtained, 

In Sloth and Riot is at Home mainitain'd'; | 

8 Dancing, Drinking, Gaming his Delight, | 
His Congyefts in Eledlions not in Fight : 


28 ſtrict Jul uſtice mou on n Fuery ſides 


Lets 


$ 

Lets himſelf out to ſhameful Hirs, and act: N 

uſt as the Pence direct, and not the Fats, 
ho, whilſt he hangs a petty Thief or Whore, 4 


Refuſes legal Voters by. the Score, 
And ſwears, for $--nd--n, Ons and One make Hur. 


. 


Our Priefts too preach for Hire, for Fre they plead 
Cirruption's Cauſe, or any Caufe they're bid; —- 
Leaving their Flocks to feed themſel ves, while they 
To Baal bow, and in High Places pray; |; 


O far @ Muſe of Fire ! * as Shakeſpear cries, 
But = to — Henry's Victories, 3 
To ling France canguer d by Britannia's Bands, 
Or Albion giving Laws to diſtant Lands, 
No to deſcribe our Eminence in Shame, 
Our Impotence in all that merits Fame; _ 
Our $inews quite unnery'd, our Spirits broke 
Our Necks bow'd down beneath the Gallick Yoke'; 
Our Lux'ry at the highe/t it can go, | 
Our Wealth and Trade as infamouſl bow ; 
The Crowds of Drones in Offices at . 
The Shoals of L:cu/ts brought from France and Rame; 
Such neto-bern Taxes whilſt the old exiſt, roving 
Such Dowrtes paid, yet ſuch a Civil-Liſt; 
Sch Treating, Voting, Swearing, Bribing, Biting, 
Such Dearth of Learning, yet ſuch Crops of Writings 
With all that profligate Degenaracy, — 
Waich reigus in each Sex, Station, and n, 0 
Nam 


Has the Prologue to Shakeſtrat's Hepry V. 


: (8) 
Now Liberty, thou heay'nly Gueſt, farewel, 


Adieu no longer can we hope thy Stay, * 

Since Britain's abject Sons renougge thy Sway 3 

On Ruin bent; and Suppliants for Thrall, | 

They court thine Abſcnce to compleat their Fall ; 

But ſay, great Patronefs, what barten Iſle. | 

will't thou from hence impregnate with thy Smile ; 

what diſtant Region for thy Mountain mark, 

Where to unload thy Sajence-freighted Ark, 

And ſet up next thy Candle in the dark? 

Go, humanize a yet untutor'd Ard, 

Hapleſs joint Tenants with the Wolf and Pard, 

League them in a refin'd Community, , 

And make of Savages what Men ſhould be. 

Teach them from Fraud and Rapine to refrain 

And publick Godd prefer to private Gain: I 

T wx: - them the Homage due to Heav'ns high King, 

And what tich Fruits from ſocial Virtues ſpring. 

Then plant the finer Taſte, prepare the way 

For Science's and Wiſdom's hib*ral Sway; 

Bid Learning dawn, Art after Art ariſe, 

Lights, which alas ] are ſetting in our Skies, 

Potsy, Queen of the reſplendent Train. 

Who, with ſoft warbling or deep ſwelling Strain 

Maſters the various Paſſions, as thy roll, 

And captivates each Centry of the Soul ; 

With Tongue of Seraph, Truth divine unfolds, 

Or to the Fool and Knave her Mirror holds; 

To godlike Acts the gen'cous Breaſt inflames, 

Or the fell Rage of dire Ambition cames : 

Wings the rapt Heart to Heav'n in grateful Flight, 

And makes Barth own, whatever is is right, , 4 
a — 9 


Source of all Bl:-flings where thou deign'ſt to dwell : 


ern ,. i tt. 
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wick hn falr ifters! PAINTING; Hand in Hat | 
And Mosi ck, leading up the ſacred Band. | 


PamTinG, that with 2 half. creative Pow'r, 
Calls forth new Worlds, and bids new Aden lot. 
To the blank Canvas mimick Life imparts, 

And Forms ſo fair they fteat ev'n rea? Hearts; 
In active Group. hiſtorick Deeds diſplays, + _ 
Or chaͤrms the Senfe in Fables flew' ty Maze ; 
Beams moral Lights inſtructive o'er the Soul; 
And . the ans to Virtue's Goal. 


Wil, ſweet faforcet of the Poets Li * 
Musicx in meaning Sounds ſtrong Sen © conveys z 5 
Can each ane a Paſſion ſpur, or reign,” 
And vary Wy with eviry Strain; 
Raiſe with a of Rapture che Depref', - 
Or quell th*Outrageous with a dead'ning 
Plunge the ſtruck Meart In ſympathetick 
Or with imputed Arders make ie ge 
In Cytberads ſilkhen Cordage bin Y | 
Or tune to /qctal — 7 ar nt "i 
With theſe the reſt in — Order Jenn, 
Till the whole Sky of Selence cloudlefs ſhine. 


george with ſtately Attitude arid Mac's 
And 1 ght in ey ry Feature wen ; 

High- ſ ling 5 722 7 5 full Vigour prove, 
Yet ſoft and killing a the Queen of Love, ., \? 
And fine-ptoportion . free, 
F mh lumpi Pomp, or glaring Levity | 

Her Temples crown. d ys the 2 Wraith 
Ber Limbs Hke Doris e firm beneath; the 


5 16180 
let Form adorn'd with each Johick Grace, 
And the bright Mixt reſplendent in her Face. 


| 


Loeie in meditated Pace ſecur e, 
Moving by Mord and Figure, flow yet ſure, 
That dares, undaunted, dang'ious Truths avow; 
With keen Conviction flaſning from ber Brow ; 
And rapid ELOQUENCE with matchleſs Force, 
That bears down all Reſiſtance in her Courſe; 
And as ſhe wroth or ſorrow ful appears 
Can rouſe our rage. or triumph in our Tears; 
Pour the avenging Thunder when ſhe pleaſe, 

Or. ſlack' ning, ſink in liftlefs lifeleſs Eaſe. 


Then, laſt of all, to Crown the gen'rous Task, 
And grant to Man the, utmo/# Man can ask. | 
Erect a Public Rule, divinely plann'd 
For Public Good, by the unerring Hand; 
Where different Powers in due Proportion join, 
Pois d and adjufted to one great Deſign : 
Steering with equal Courſe the middle Way, 
Twixt Democratic and Tyrannic Sway,  . 
Thoꝰ mild not looſe, tha juſt yet not ſevere; - 
Alike from Rapine and Profuſion clear; 
By COUNCILS independant, wiſe and juſt. 
Taught to diſcern and to diſcharge its Truſt ; 
To cheriſn, guide, protect, exalt, refine, _ 
And, to the Juman, link the Chain divine; 
To keep an Eye attentive*Rill on Thee, 
And make a People happy, great and free. 
Till other Locks and Newtons ſhall ariſe, 
other Marlbro” other Gaul chaſtiſe; _ | 
| ew Milton and new Drydens ſtrike the Lyre, | 
, Argyle? and Pulineys Patriot Zeal inſpire; Ney 
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ew Burleighs and new Raleiyhs hold the Reign 
and new Elizabeths and ——(eorges Reign; 
hilſt W E, deſerted, and in Bondage bound, 

ith Horrors, Clouds, and darkneſs circled round, 
ee Dullneſs litt her conſecrated Head, 

\nd ſmile to view. her dark Dominion fpread ; 
habs ofer all his leaden Sceptre rear, 

And not one Beam throughout the Gloom appear. 


« Stay, Sir, ſays On, whence pray this groundleſs 

1 1 | | 8 

4 de 24 find the times ſo bad, not I; 

I marvel at the People's Diſcontent, 

* When things go on / in th: Government! 

ak; * Qur glorious Monarch's /afe return'd in Peace, 
After his godlike Toils to make Var ceaſe 
In all the Warld his Miniſters quite ſure, 
„For ſeven Years more at leaſt to reign ſecure 3 

“„ Our S tte like a Flock of $h-ep behold, : 


** With "Tranſport troting to their ſacred Fold, . % 

** Obedicnt ta their Shephard's Voice” --bold,hold”-- Y 

* Our Troops abroad have got their Tents aſhaje, 
And well entrench'd will run no Hazards more 

« Our Flzets at home ride gallantly about, 

% And the third time Sir Joan's come in as whole ; 
he went out“. e 
As for our Taxes too, they're ſffrongely low, 

„ Conſidering the Vays they have to ge? 

And Commerce ſure is in a fine Condition, 

** When, lics ſuch Slurdy Beggars, CITS e 

| "= | eb ut 


The Reader will pardon the JY>nderful length of 


F this Line, on account of the wonder ful Intelligence it 


Houtfins, 


- 


(12) 

But what of thoſe brave Youths led out a Prey 
To poi nent Seaforts, and a blund'ring Sway ? 
Or Foul qubappy Cuer, by Britons wept | 

a 


So.h ong at home, tor ſuch a Cargo, kept, 

Wigs Pedlar-like, 2 to th' Ant rpodes, 

uſttime to fight with Eguinoctial Seas? 
VV hat of that godlike MaRLBRO' of the Main. 
Left whſupply'd, and now call'd home again? 
Or of our num'rous Veſſels captive made 
On eur tn Coaſts, for want of purchas'd Aid: 
What of a ſtrange Neutrality avow'd, 
What of theſe things, d'ye ſay, and more like theſe 
Which fill hy A dert up of * * our 8 


_— den may abuſe the times, Sir, in your Rage, 

% But, troth, to ME it is the golden Age” | 
To you] ſo much the worſe to us | deem, 
For well you: know, whenone voracious Limb 
Draw the ſole Nutriment from all the reſt, 
The Body muſt be mortally diſtteſt ; 

e more you thrive, then, were the more undone-- 

* PP 'eams! Dreams! Sir: ä dye lay-? 
| Fil tell you one. 1 


From that fam'd Cliff where Dover” s Ramparts iſe, 
Cool'd of the tou ſome Scorch of Summer Skies 
Returning late, I flumber'd on my Bed, 

All Care, but Care for thee my Country ! fled ; 
When Fancy ſrait her magick Curtain drew, 
And op'd this viſionary Scene to view; 
Methought, on the bleak Beach BRI T ANA ſate, 
Fauing, , with Nirryns, her © laſtrous Fate, 
Wer | 1 Whilſe 


0 Sor tuture Cxiticks myy Roy read Your, 
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(15) 
Tritons ſtood lamenting round, 


Whilſt dreary 


Making the Rocks with their loud Plaints reſound; 


Sunk in Deſpair ſhe, ſick' ning, droop'd the Head, 

The Laurel Wreath that grac'd her Temples, dead, 

And the cold Peppy nodding in its ſtead. 

« AlVs loft, ſhe cry'd, my Empire is no more, 

« Freedom and Fame are fled my mouldring Shore; 

Freedom, which Britiſh Hearts at Home creates, 

« And Fame, which Britiſh Worth abroad relates; 

« Whilſt 1 with that big Tears guſh'd out again, 
which gave new Saltneſs to the briny Main: — 
e „ Whilt I amongſt the Nations once renown'd, 
Am now become the Scoff of all around. 


? She ſaid when thus the Monarch of the Main, 
with sighs reply'd—-fair Siſter I complain | 
Of Wrongs that match with yours---this Albion, long 
My darling Iſle, by me enrich'd and ſtrong, 
Dares ſcorn my Succour, and ungrateful boaſt 
Its Safety in a vain unt v Hoſt ; | 
The Britih Sea muſt yield to the Parade, 
And Vernoa's Colours ſtrike to .' Cockade ; 
Philſt our fair Fleets lie bridled on the Deep, 
Their Thunder huſh'd in ignominious Sleep; 
„For why ſome evil Genius, to our Shame, 
date at the Helm. and check'd our native Flame; 
Gave up to Morms and Spamards for a Spoil, 
The Veſſels, Sons and Commerce of our Ille; 
In coward Treaties patly'd with the Foe, 
And begg' as Alus our Ships in Peace might go. 


BRITAN IA ſigb'd and With uplifted Eyes, 
In ardent Prayei to LIBERTY applies; 


Come 
91 * 


(14) 
cc Come, Bljſs-creative Parent | once mor: come, 
« And meet they elde/t San returning home, | 
« Paſt Crimes thy Prodigal repentant mourns, 

% Implores thy Sight, and for thy Bleſfing burns 
«« Come, take th' expiring Suppliant in' ſhe cry'd, 
When o'er the Main the h=avenly Maid ſhe ſpy'd ; 
Th”. obedient deep her balmy Breath control'd, 
I/hilſt in ſoft Curls flatt'ring Billows roll'd? 
For-ever-blooming Roſes crown<d her Head, 
And her ſpread V Vings enchanting Odours ſhed ? 
V Vhere'ce ſhe came appeared a double Die, 

Tae Sea ſhone greener, and more blue the Sxy ; 

An azure Mantle o'er her Shoulders flow'd ; | 
V Vhich with the various Hues of Iris glowed ; 
The Vi'let Hyacinth, and Pink were there, 

And alk the B-auties of the opening Year. 

Not fo emboſod with Gems, around the Loins 

Of India's Kings, the regal Girdle ſhines, 

Nor Juno's Bird on the Cærulean Plain, 


Diſplays ſuch Colours in her Eye-fraught Train. 


Inſtant upon the wave-waſh'd Beach SHE light, 
And thus, Half ſmiling, did BRITANNIA greets, 
Great QUEEN of NAT Toxs I. Il attend thy Prayr 
And take thy Sons once more into my Care, p 
If they'll by Acts like theſe, my way prepare; 
To publick Juſſice publick Plund rers bring, 
And take the Wicked from before the King ; 
Purge the diſtemper d Land of that dire Crew, 

The 9% Corrupt and high Corrupters too; 

And yet the fatal Malady's ſo great, | 
To Cure will be unpeopling of the States 
| pes | Pois'nous 


#- = 
Pois nous Corruption / thou eternal Bane; 
To Virtue's Liberty's, and wiſdom's Reign : 
In this poor Iſle what Havock haſt thou made g 
Olate © fatal Traffick / her ſole Trade; 
How mildew'd ev'ry Science ev'ry Art. 
Crept to the Conſtitutions very Heart, | 
And made her $---tes, on whoſe Breath depend 
Her Bliſs and ſafety, thy black Cauſe befriend ; 


When Righteouſneſs ſhall, then, exalt the Throne, 


And publick Spirit at the Helm be ſhewn ; 

When Independant Powers in S----te meet, 

And Courtter does not mean the ſame as Cheat, 
When copying theſe, and copy them they will, 
For as the Fountain flows fo runs the Nilll, 

| Rank below Rank prove worthy of my Reign, 

Fair LIBERTY, BaITANNIA's thine again /--- 
—BKITANNIA bow'd--I *wakec, and cry'd AMEN. 
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